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The artist team for this project have prepared a separate summary 

report for the public art component of the Station Area Plan, 

entitled “At the Crossroads: Diridon Station Area Art Master 

Plan”.

This document articulates a vision for art at the heart of the 

experience of the urban realm, defi ning the character of the 

community and engaging the public in their daily comings and 

goings. It provides a framework for giving the area a distinctive 

character as a unique part of downtown focused on entertainment 

and multimodal transportation, creating connectivity throughout 

the region. An executive summary  is included below.

PUBLIC ART MASTER PLAN - EXECUTIVE SUM-
MARY
 

The City of San José Offi ce of Cultural Affairs Public Art Program 

initiated the Diridon Station Area Art Master Plan in conjunction 

with the City’s effort to develop a forward-thinking land use plan, 

capitalizing on the dramatic changes anticipated over the next 

decade. The addition of High Speed Rail station (HSR), BART and 

a potential Major League Ballpark create an opportunity for the 

City to stimulate new commercial and residential development 

that adds dynamism to the City life. 

A public art initiative currently underway in the Diridon Station 

Area is the Climate Clock Project. It will be a landmark public 

artwork that serves to reinforce San José’s commitment to a green 

economy, and the intersection of art and technology through 

unique partnerships only available in the Silicon Valley. The critical 

decision was made to locate the Climate Clock within the Diridon 

Station Planning Area recognizing the future signifi cance of this 

location as a nexus of land-based public transit for Northern 

California with the greatest potential for considerable exposure 

of the Climate Clock, and thereby the greatest potential for 

realization of the Initiative’s mission. Three fi nalist artist teams are 

2.11 Publ ic  art
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currently developing proposals for the project. Artist selection is 

an anticipated to occur in 2012.

The Diridon Station Area is at a crossroads. The current Diridon 

Station spans the historic El Camino Real, also known as the 

California Mission Trail; which historically linked San Diego to San 

Francisco and on to Sonoma via the 21 missions. Later through 

state highways, the same route was charted from San Francisco, 

through San José´ to the southern U.S. border. With the arrival 

of the HSR, El Camino Real is recreated, and, San José and the 

Diridon Station Area stand at a 21st Century crossroads–that of the 

international network created by technology. The City wishes to 

capitalize on this opportunity and reinforce and escalate its iconic 

identity as a regional center serving as an international platform for 

technological innovation. Art in infrastructure and natural systems 

can support the goals of promoting environmental sustainability 

and urban livability, it can help shift the relationship between 

people and place. 

ART APPROACH: AT THE CROSSROADS

The Diridon Station Area Art Master Plan follows the land uses 

identifi ed in the Land Use Plan, embracing a varied approach 

to art integration, responding to the concept of San José at the 

Crossroads. The San José Public Art Program will be the lead 

agency in implementing the public art program in the Diridon 

Station Area. It will work with the San José Redevelopment Agency 

and other public and private entities to achieve the vision of the 

Master Plan.

MISSION

The mission of the Diridon Station Area Art Program is to identify 

San José as a diverse global center for innovation and change.
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The Diridon Station Area Art Master Plan celebrates San José as 

a Crossroads:

• of engagement

• of innovation

• of ecology

This thematic approach creates a broad framework within which 

artists may work. It envisions art that takes many forms and may:

• use technology and/or comment upon it

• reveal natural systems or alternative energy use

• be celebratory, adding spectacle, whimsy, and a sense of play

• draw upon San José’s rich ethnic mix 

• be interactive, creating opportunities for cross-cultural 

communication and public engagement

Vision

The long-term vision for the Diridon Station Area is to be a lively and 

engaging part of downtown defi ned by its dynamic and sustainable 

built and natural environments with a character that is manifest by 

art, architecture and an aesthetic approach to infrastructure that is 

integrated into its surroundings.

Framework

The Diridon Station Area Art Master Plan envisions three different 

zones in the Diridon Station Area in which artwork is differentiated 

in aesthetic approach, infl uenced by the character of development 

and uses (Figure 2-11-1). This differentiation is not a hard 

distinction, however, and overlapping approaches are anticipated 

in some areas.
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FIGURE 2-11-1: ART ZONE MASTER PLAN
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The Crossroads of Engagement corresponds to the area described 

as “commerce and entertainment” in the Land Use Plan. The 

artwork here should invoke a sense of excitement and encourage 

interaction among people. The intention is that art creates a 

strong sense of civic identity. Artwork associated with the HSR and 

the ballpark should be dynamic and theatrical. Both the art and 

the architecture of the HSR multimodal station should be iconic 

in nature, reinforcing San José as a destination for technological 

innovation. 

FIGURE 2-11-2: CROSSROADS OF ENGAGEMENT
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The Crossroads of Innovation defi nes the northern zone 

(Commercial/Offi ce Hub) and corresponds to the “innovation” 

zone of the Land Use Plan. Since most of the development in this 

area will be commercial, public investment will be in the public 

right-of-way. As such, artists should be engaged in infrastructure 

projects to ensure that streets and underpasses create interesting 

and engaging experiences for pedestrians, bicyclists and drivers. 

Many businesses, however, may be interested in commissioning 

artworks for their buildings or open spaces. 

FIGURE 2-11-3: CROSSROADS OF INNOVATION
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The Crossroads of Ecology is defi ned by the area’s parks and open 

spaces, the “green streets and fi ngers” designated in the Land Use 

Plan, and natural features that link the entire Diridon Station Area. 

This zone includes the residential areas south of the projected 

future ballpark, along with Los Gatos Creek and Trail, Guadalupe 

River Park, and the new park anticipated south of the station area. 

It also includes W. San Carlos Street from Lincoln to Vine. Park 

Avenue and W. Julian Street and the existing neighborhood, south 

of W. San Carlos Street. The type of artworks envisioned in this 

area would typically be of pedestrian scale and of a more intimate 

character. Los Gatos Creek and the new park lend themselves to 

artworks that are highly integrated into the environment. 

FIGURE 2-11-2: CROSSROADS OF ECOLOGY
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In each of these zones, artists should be engaged as members of 

design teams to ensure that art is an integral and identifi able part 

of the experience of place. In addition to serving on design teams, 

individual artists will be commissioned to create specifi c works to 

enhance the public realm.

Summary of Key Recommendations

• Embrace the conceptual approach “at the  crossroads—of  

engagement, of innovation, of ecology”—to guide artistic 

exploration in the Diridon Station Area.

• Prioritize the siting of the Climate Clock Project as early as 

possible in the build-out of the Diridon Station Area.

• Seize opportunities for artists to play a leadership role in 

creating dynamic places.

• Use strategic partnerships to increase resources for art 

acquisition and programming

• Engage the private sector in commissioning and presenting 

public art. Consider maintenance requirements for artworks 

when allocating resources for commissioning.

• Encourage inclusion of basic public utility infrastructure of 

power, water and data capability in public spaces to create a 

platform for a wide variety of art.
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CONCLUSION

Art in the Diridon Station Area will help forge a new dynamic 

neighborhood for San José, defi ning and infusing the area with 

vital “essence and identity” while fostering the spirit of innovation 

and environmental stewardship. The artwork will make this a 

landmark destination that reinforces San José’s identity as a center 

for innovation. Artists working as visionaries and collaborators will 

apply their talents helping to sculpt and defi ne the public realm, 

inspiring us and helping us dream.

FIGURE 2-11-5: POTENTIAL ART PROJECT LOCATIONS


